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Royal Victoria Regiment Association Newsletter 

From the President 

A warm welcome to all our new members and a reminder to all our members to renew your 
membership and encourage our mates to join up—all members of the RVR are welcome, including 
current serving and former members.  We look forward to having you on board.  As you will read on 
the newsletter, we had a great turn out for ANZAC Day and know that we will have more again next 
year.   

8/7 RVR held a Range shoot at Puckapunyal and they extended an invitation for association members 
to attend.  Eight members attended and Bob Prewett writes a good article as you will read.  Thanks to 
CO and RSM 8/7 RVR for the invitation and a great day. 

Care Packages are in the process of being sent to deployed members of both Battalions.  This has 
become somewhat of a tradition for us since 2007 when ANODE Rotation 13 Deployed.  It’s a 
pleasure to do this small act and means a lot to those away on operations. 

Committee meetings at sub-unit depots are coming up soon.  The June meeting was held at 8/7 RVR 
in Sunshine.  We would like to thank the staff and members at Sunshine for making us welcome and 
taking the time to talk to us about their service. The committee looks forward to meeting you and 
discussing how we can help you more and have more members in our association.  We also are 
seeking members who want to be local Depot Representatives.  So if you have an interest in continue 
to build the association and the support we can offer our members please stick up your hand. 

On the Vice-Regal front we congratulate our Representative Colonel, Governor Linda Dessau AC  on 
the extension of the appointment as Governor of Victoria for an additional three years.  We also 
welcome the new Governor-General GEN David Hurley AC, DSC, FTSE on his appointment.   

There are a number of upcoming events we want to see you attend, which include the Touch Of 
Scotland Pipes and Drums lunch fundraiser on 25 August and our AGM  to be held on 31 August at 
the Kelvin Club and our Infantry Victoria Dinner on 8th Nov also at the  Kelvin Club. See you all soon.  
Regards, David Arden, President 

 

RVRA Monthly Luncheon 

Thank you for joining us throughout the year for 

lunch at the Kelvin Club.  These lunches are 

great fun and we welcome more of you to join us 

when you can next year.  We look forward to your 

company.  See you there! 

Dates are subject to change, so check here before you 
book.  See you soon for a nice, long lunch! 

 

 

  

 

#@%* 



 
Warren’s still funny! 

Greetings service friends, 

Below a link to an article in the latest Contact.  I found it 
interesting that a lot of it seems to read that they are 
going back to "real" military skills.  It makes me wonder a 
little about what they have been teaching until now. 

Regards,  Warren 

 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2019/06/13/
major-changes-to-army-recruit-training-at-kapooka/ 

 

 

 

Our Battalions Supporting the Community 

ANZAC Day is a busy time for our Battalions.  Both are asked to 
support a huge number of community activities, because in 
Victoria the 4th Brigade and the Royal Victoria Regiment ARE 
the ARMY in Victoria.   

The absence of large regular Army units means that the duties 
fall to us to perform, and every year the Battalions do an 
amazing job.  They attend all kinds of events and form cata-
falque parties for communities, RSL and other gatherings of 
remembrance.   

Thank you to all the soldiers and Officers of the Battalions for 
the amazing work they do to support our communities remem-
bering the fallen and all who survived war, conflict, peace-
keeping and other operations. 

Its also worth noting that all of our soldiers and officers are 
now classed as veterans.  Under the Victorian Veterans act we 

all are Veterans and should avail of the services offered.  Al-
most all of us have a number of medals and almost all have 
served on several operations. 

Take care of each other and use the support service on offer.  
We want to keep our members happy, healthy and confident 
that if in need they will get the help they deserve. 

The State and Federal Veteran’s acts and training for advo-
cates are continually changing. If you need to contact an advo-
cate to review your current circumstances go to your local RSL 
or the association can assist with helping you contact an advo-
cate. 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2019/06/13/major-changes-to-army-recruit-training-at-kapooka/
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2019/06/13/major-changes-to-army-recruit-training-at-kapooka/


 

Firing the AUSteyr EF88 at Puckapunyal Range 

I had never been trained on the AUSteyr and never fired it be-
fore; nor had I experienced the new WETS electronic testing.  

On Sunday 5th May 2019 a group of 18 ‘old and bold’ members 
of 8/7 Battalion (2RVR) Association and the RVR Association, 
travelled to Puckapunyal at the invitation of CO 8/7RVR to par-
ticipate in a live firing practice using the Steyr. When we re-
ceived the invitation it indicated we “might” be able to fire the 
weapon - just to see the weapon in action would be good but 
to fire it would be fantastic. 

The group from Ballarat travelled in a white “un-camouflaged” 
military bus whilst those from Melbourne travelled in ‘civvy’ 
vehicles. (It was a long day for Brian Driscoll who had first driv-
en from near Warrnambool to Ballarat in order to just be on 
the bus, and Gary Simmons who drove from Phillip Island.) 
Everyone met at the Puckapunyal entrance gate, were cleared 
by security, and then proceeded to the firing range. 

There we were given an overview and shown some new ver-
sions of the AUSteyr. The EF88 is certainly a much improved 
Mk than when first issued. Recommendations for improve-
ments to the weapon came from individual soldiers through 
unit WOs to the designers and manufacturers. The weapons 
shown have new sights and a rail that enabled other attach-
ments to be added. We were shown how the weapon is 
stripped for cleaning, then we handled the weapon and could 
aim it down range. The range practice NCOs briefed us on safe-
ty, gave instructions and it was then our turn to go forward to 
the firing point.  

We were privileged. We were permitted to participate in a live 
fire practice. Being old soldiers we were given no further in-
struction except to be shown safety on/off. We were given 2 
magazines with live rounds. Adopting the prone position, we 
fired 3 warming shots from the first magazine at targets 100 
metres distant, then the 20 round magazine, fired in groups of 
4 rounds or as instructed by the NCO. Some people adopted 
other firing positions watched over by their supervising NCO. 

All the time there were several kangaroos on the mound be-
hind the targets, totally ignorant of the bullets heading their 
general direction; they seldom moved, being more interested 
in eating the lush grass growing on the butts. 

As each group of eight firers completed firing their magazine 
we moved back off the mound. Mind you todays’ mounds are 
luxurious compared to the rough conditions of yesteryear. The 
firing mounds are under cover, you can lie on rubber matting, 
and they’re quite comfortable with no prickles or stones to lie 

on. Pure comfort!!! 

What did I think? This range practice took me back 27 years. 
And after the shoot I probably felt 27 years younger doing 
what infantrymen did in the unit back then! 

 

 

 

After firing each group my supervising NCO simply said, “Good 
firing Sir” and told me very little about the group, except 
“you’re firing a fraction high to the right”. I explained I simply 
wanted to see what grouping I could get without adjusting the 
sights and would keep my point of aim for each round of shots. 
And a bit later he said “Nice group, a smidgen over 100 mm”. 

My first group of 4 shots was approx. 120 mm slightly upper 
right of the bullseye. Between each of the groups I was shown, 
on a plasma screen, the fall of shot at the target; that’s a vast 
improvement over using pegs and markers in the old days. 
What’s more we didn’t have to move forward to the targets 
and didn’t have to get the clag and paper strips to “patch out”.   

My next grouping was 110, then 104, followed by 91 and a 
final 91. All shots were upper right of the bull but in such tight 
groups that my average groups score was 104 overall.  

If the rifle had been assigned to me, all I would have needed to 
have done was adjust the sights “Left 2, Down 1” and I’d have 
been “on the bullseye” every time. 

But putting things in perspective, it’s a good group to consist-
ently hit a matchbox at 100 metres. WOW! Groups the size of 
a matchbox! Almost bullseyes!  And I didn’t adjust sights - so I 
was extremely happy with that.  

Afterwards the practice supervisor wanted to meet the old 
man in firing lane 7. They wanted to talk to this 72 year old 
who last fired a shot about 1990 saying “If you fire off another 
magazine we just might make you a marksman”! That boosted 
my ego.  

I must have done something right in my former life in the CMF 
and Army Reserve to be so consistent and a reasonably good 
shot on the day.  Officers are generally not good shots, but all 
of my NCOs from years-gone-by would be claiming that it was 
“their successful instruction” (historically) that produced this 
rifleman! 

Personally I really enjoyed the visit to see the 8/7RVR range 
practice and to actually fire the AUSteyr. I volunteered to go 
again and even asked if they need someone to come away as 
enemy on their bivouacs. I wouldn’t mind seeing today’s 
troops undergoing training. 

I don’t know anyone else’s scores but every visitor came away 
saying they thoroughly enjoyed the day. I’m sure there were 
lots of conversations on the bus going home to Ballarat. (They 
might have been comparing scores using their print-outs for 
bragging rights, or paying out on a bets made earlier in the 
day.  

Thank you to the CO, officers, NCOs and men of 8/7RVR for 
inviting us to be on the rifle range and see the rifleman’s basic 
weapon in action – and more so for allowing a group of 18 
rather elderly retired infantrymen (all ranks) the opportunity 
to actually fire the AUSteyr.  

THANK YOU 
Bob Prewett  

 



 

Bob getting the feel for his new favourite rifle! 

 

Checking out the two-man firing bay 

 

ANZAC DAY 2019 

On 25 April again, it was our “One Day of the Year”.  The clan 
gathered in the centre of Melbourne to march under our spe-
cial RVR Association banner. 

Quite a few “olds and bolds” were there with family and 
friends too to proudly march to show our strength in our histo-
ry and service and remember our mates long since gone. 

The ANZAC Day service in Melbourne remains strong and we 
urge all our members to attend every year and show the peo-
ple of Melbourne and Victoria their fighting men and our 
fighting spirit.   

And our magnificent Pipes & Drums leading the way yet again.  
The best on parade by far! 



 

 

 

RVR ASSOCIATION 

PIPES AND DRUMS 
 

 

 

Annual “Touch of Scotland” Luncheon 
Sunday, 25thAugust 2019  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hi all - this year we are back to our normal time at       
Malvern East RSL, 59 Stanley Grose Drive, East Malvern, 3145 

RSVP- 18th August, 2019 
From - 12.00 PM   Dress - Smart Casual   Tickets - $50-pp* 

All proceeds from the day to be applied for ongoing support to our RVR Pipes and Drums! 
For bookings, please contact Ben Tosetto, RVRA Pipes &Drums Association Treasurer  

BH Phone – 0418 380 038   or    ben.tosetto@outlook.com 
(* Bar purchases at own arrangement) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Treasurer, 
RVR Association Pipes & Drums  
C/-  P.O. Box 72  
Watsonia   VIC   3085 
 

For payment please attach a cheque/money order or EFT to  

RVR Assoc Pipes and  Drums Account at Bendigo Bank :  

   BSB - 633 108 , Account Number – 1640 03923 

 

Number attending :               @- $50   =  $ 

Donations                                                  $ 

                                               Total            $______                                        
 

Thank you for your participation and support! 
 

 

Name: 

 

................................................................................................................  

Postal Address: 

 

................................................................................................................. 

Email:  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Number :_________________________________________ 

 

Special Dietary Requirements  

:______________________________  

 
 

Gordon Highlanders Museum - Aberdeen 
Wednesday, 29th August 2018 



ROYAL VICTORIA REGIMENT ASSOCIATION Inc 

c/-  5/6 Bn HQ’s 202 Burwood Rd Hawthorn VIC 3122 

                                                        www.rvr.asn.au                                                    rvrassoc@hotmail.com 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION / MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
FINANCIAL YEAR IS JULY TO JUNE  

This form need only be completed by applicants for New Membership, Permanent Membership, or if paying 

by a means other than e-transfer. All other payments should be remitted as per the banking arrangements 

set out below. 

FULL NAME:  

HOME ADDRESS  

POSTAL ADDRESS  

OCCUPATION 
 

 

PHONE (Home)  

(Mobile)  

(Business)  

  

E-MAIL*  

 *Preferred means of contact. All mail sent on a B.C.C. basis 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Ordinary Member $30 $  

Serving member of the RVR FREE if new applicant. $15 renewing $ 

I am 65 years or older and wish to 
subscribe for Permanent 

membership. 

 
$300 

 
$ 

I would like to donate to the 
scholarship fund 

 $ 

MEMBER DETAILS 

Regimental / service No.  

Summary of key 
postings and units 

 
 
 

 

Decorations/Medals 
awarded, including 

clasps 
 

 

INTERNET BANKING (Ensure that you record your name) 

BANK OF BENDIGO    BSB 633 000                 A/C No. 157800129 

All other payments should be recorded on this form and post it to,  

Secretary RVR-A. 

c/-  5/6 Bn HQ’s 202 Burwood Rd Hawthorn VIC 3122 



This form can be downloaded from the RVRA website: www.rvra.asn.au Apr 2019 
 

 

Merchandise Order Form / Invoice 
New RVRA Polo Shirts 

Select 
Colour 

Imperial 
(Purple) 

Blaze 
(Orange) 

Apple 
(Green) 

Harbour 
(Sea View) 

Platinum 
(Grey) 

Black Cherry 
(Red) 

French 
Navy 

Sky White 

           

Select S M L XL XXL 3XL 4XL Nominate Size 

Size (X)           

           

ITEM PRICE QTY Packaging / Postage  Total 

     (Cheaper for Multiple Items)    

POLO Shirt with Crest $55  $9    

(Select colour and size above) **Allow 14 days for processing      

RVRA Vest, Sleeveless Black $50  $10    

(Select Size Above) *Only XL & 3XL Available      

RVRA Bullion Badge  $30 Nil Stock $5    

(Coat Pocket) **To be ordered      

RVRA Tie (Navy) $30  $5    

RVRA Lapel Badge $10  $3    

RVRA Mug $15  $10    

RVRA Stubby Holder $5  $5    

Wild Timor Coffee $13   On application    

      Total   

Payments via EFT to 

RVRA:   BSB 633 000          Account #: 157800129             Include your name in payment details 

To email, complete form and send to:   rvramerchandise@hotmail.com 

or Complete form and send to:   Sean Rodger,  99 Old Calder Highway, DIGGERS REST VIC  3427 

Your details  Deliver to: 

Name:   Name: 

Address:   Address: 

Town:   Suburb: 

State:  Post Code:   State: 

Contact Number:   Post Code: 

e-mail:   From: RVRA c/- 99 Old Calder Hwy Diggers Rest 

 


