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Royal Victoria Regiment Association Newsletter 

Welcome to ANZAC DAY 2019 

Its that time again—our “One Day of the Year”.  This year as always, the 

RVRA will march behind our banner in the Melbourne City ANZAC Day March 

on Thursday 25 April. 

Our assembly point will be near Collins Street, near Swanston at 8.30 am on 

the day.  Wear your suit and RVRA tie, medals and a positive attitude.  Spend 

the rest of the day at the Kelvin Club with the members and friends.  

Remember to bring a mate, a fellow RVR soldier and potential RVRA member 

to the march.  The more the merrier. 

We expect that 5/6 RVR will march too, and it will be great to be there early to 

see them assemble and provide the biggest number of soldiers on parade.  

The battalion always looks fantastic when on parade with the 5th and 6th 

Regimental and Queens colours, and marching to the tunes of our Pipes and 

Drums. 8/7 will also be on parade around Victoria as they always do, 

supporting their communities and representing the Army and our heritage in 

regional Victoria. 

Don’t forget to our Association is there to support the Battalions and having a 

solid membership base helps us achieve this purpose, so spread the word 

about us, bring your mates and get them to join.  

TAKE CARE OVER THE EASTER BREAK 

Members are urged to take care and look after them-
selves, friends and family over the up-coming Easter 
break.   

Whilst it’s a traditional time to get together and go camp-
ing, fishing and visiting family, remember to drive safe, 
get plenty of rest and come home alive. 

Remember all those serving their country in over sea’s 
deployments. 

We want you all to be with us in 2019 and enjoy each oth-
ers company again at association events. 

 

Happy Easter to you all, members, family and friends. 

 

RVRA Monthly Luncheon 

Thank you for joining us throughout the year for 

lunch at the Kelvin Club.  These lunches are 

great fun and we welcome more of you to join us 

when you can next year.  We look forward to your 

company.  See you there! 

Proposed dates 12 Apr, 10 May, 14 Jun  

Dates are subject to change, so check here before you 
book.  See you soon for a nice, long lunch! 

 

 

  

 



 
VALÉ— Lest we Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Donald 
Charles Blanksby RFD ED (Retd) 

24 March 1940 – 15 February 2019 

 

On the 16th of February Don Blanksby passed away very 
suddenly from a suspected heart attack at the age of 78.  

Around 250 family, friends and associates attended his 
Memorial Wake at the Beachcomber Restaurant in St Kilda. 
Don’s family conducted the most memorable ceremony in which 
Don’s achievements in relation to his family, his various work 
endeavours, business, sailing and his service to the Army and 
Army Associations for more than 60 years were touched upon. 

Don commenced his long association with the Army in 
August 1958 with 20 National Service Training Battalion and on 
completion of his full time training was posted to the Victorian 
Scottish Regiment where he was in due course promoted to 
corporal. With the absorption of the Melbourne-based infantry 
units into 1 Battalion, Royal Victoria Regiment (Pentropic) in 
July 1960 Don had postings as a sergeant in B Company 
(Hawthorn) and Support Company (Surrey Hills). 

 Don attended Colonel George Warfe’s Potential Officers 
Course in 1963 and was commissioned in 1964. When the Pen-
tropic battalions where disbanded in 1965 and the Standard 
Battalions where re-raised, Don remained with the new 1RVR. 
His no-nonsense, practical approach to soldiering was well re-
garded by all. In typical, now Captain Blanksby style, early in 
1967 when challenged with the responsibility to establish a Reg-
imental Band to support the Presentation of Colours Parade to 
be held in November that year. Don being the practical officer 
he was, recruited the complete Essendon Municipal Band and 
while there were a few recruiting issues in relation to appropri-
ate ranks etc., the Band supported unit activities prior to the 
November Colours Parade. 

In April 1968 Don deployed to Vietnam as part of the 
CMF Officer Familiarization Programme where he was attached 
to 3RAR.  In September 1974 Don was posted to Command 
and Staff Training Unit (CSTU) as a student and the following 
year he was posted to Headquarters CSTU, 3 Training Group 
as an Instructor. Between 1978 and 1981 Don had two posting 
with Headquarters 3 Division Field Force Group as the SO2 
Infantry.  The tasks here were to write and conduct the Infantry 
TEWT, advise on Infantry Officer appointments and other duties 
as directed by the COL Inf. The very laconic Vin Musgrave who 
was the SO1, together with Don’s easy style and good humour, 
made the work bearable and some good outcomes where at-
tained.  

 

In June 1979 Don, having completed the TAC 5 course, 
was posted as 2IC 1RVR. In August 1980 he was posted back 
to Headquarters 3 Division Field Force Group and then in June 
1981 he was appointed CO 1RVR. 

In August 1982 he was posted to HQ 3 Division Field 
force Group that subsequently became HQ 3Div. It was during 
this time that Don was instrumental in the establishment of the 
3Div Battle School at Puckapunyal. During this time he also 
wrote the staff paper proposing the raising of 5/6RVR which 
subsequently came to pass. 

In August 1985 Don was appointed as Chief Instructor 
Officer Cadet Training Unit, 3 Training Group. In July 1987 he 
was posted to Reserve Command and Staff college as an In-
structor and in February 1989 he was appointed as Senior In-
structor, Regimental Wing, 3 Training Group. In January 1990 
he was posted to HQ 3 Training Group and he retired on 23 
March 1990. 

Throughout his military career Don was passionate about 
the training afforded to soldiers and officers and this flowed over 
into his civilian career. While he always maintained a serious 
attitude to the many positions, postings and responsibilities he 
held, he never ever took himself too seriously. To work with him 
was often demanding but always enjoyable and rewarding. In 
relaxed mode Don was always fun to be around. He was the 
master of the “not PC” quip or comment and enjoyed a good 
time any time. There is no doubt that both Don and Bev Blanks-
by made a significant contribution to the advancement of the 
Army Reserve cause during their time in service, and for that we 
are most grateful. 

Following his retirement he maintained a strong interest 
in Army matters through the various unit and Regimental associ-
ations. He was the foundation President of the RVR Association 
and in the early days all of the Association business was run out 
of his business offices in St Kilda. Don was an active member of 
the 5Bn VSR Association and until his passing he was the Pres-
ident of the 58/32 Inf Bn Association. He was a marshal for the 
ANZAC Day March in Melbourne for almost 20 years. 

Don was involved in the Pipes and Drums Association 
from its beginning, almost 20 years ago, both as a Committee 
member and then as its current President. He was very much 
an ideas man and a networker, with a wealth of wisdom and 
knowledge to draw on from both his business and Army Re-
serve experience. The current sound position of both the Com-
mittee and the Pipes and Drums is in no small part due to his 
influence. Don was also a passionate sailor for a great part of 
his life where as a member of the Royal Brighton Yacht Club he 
owned and sailed a Jubilee and for the last 27 years or so a 
Dragon, which, for those who don’t know, is a quite technical 
three person 1926 classic style 9 metre Olympic class yacht. 
Don was a competent skipper, cool under pressure and he 
gained a few trophies. A number of us had the opportunity to 
spend time on the water with Don and it would be fair to say that 
no day was dull. When becalmed during those long multi-race 
Victorian or National Championship January days, the problems 
of the world would be discussed and many innovative, some 
might say outrageous, solutions determined. In recent years 
Don was elected as Vice Commodore and then Commodore of 
the Club and in these roles also brought to the fore the unique 
Blanksby style of leadership. Such was Don’s passion for sailing 
that a few years ago he purchased a new Dragon from the UK 
and was achieving some good results. He was really disappoint-
ed this summer when on damaging an ACL he was unable to 
compete in the National Championship and then the World 
Dragon Championships that were held in Fremantle WA. 

Don’s passing has left a definite gap in the social fabric 
of the Victorian business arena, the defence service community, 
the sailing fraternity and of course his family of whom he was 
very proud.  Don’s legacy to all of us will be the enduring 
memory of a man who got things done. A man who could readily 
justify any moment of political incorrectness on his part, a man 
who did not suffer fools quietly and a man who genuinely en-
joyed a good time with those he cared about. He will be sorely 

missed.   Paul Riley 



 

Warren’s Funnies!  
Little somethings to cheer you up!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
AND THE WINNER IS! 

This year the 2019 Pompey Elliot Scholarship for the best 
NCO in 8/7 RVR goes to…. 

CPL Sarah Hiller 
CPL Hiller’s award was well received by all in 8/7 RVR as 
the best JNCO in the Battalion last year.  Her continued 
effort and exceptional service was recognised by her CO 
LTCOL David Cadogan-Cowper. 

The award certificate was presented by RVRA committee 
member Peter Baird at a recent Battalion training activity. 

CPL Hiller will now be able to take advantage of her 
$3000 grant from the RVRA to undertake a period of 
training with an affiliated international Battalion in UK or 
NZ, or perhaps even walk the Kokoda track like several 
winners before her. 

Congratulations from all the members of the RVRA. 

 

NEW RVRA OFFICIAL LOGO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new logo was voted on by committee on 2 
April and approved.  Thanks to Peter Baird for 
his drive and energy to bring it to life! 

It will be used from now on for all RVRA purpos-
es and may appear with the colour patches 
where appropriate. 

 

Previous winners of the Pompey Elliot Scholar-
ship are; 

2005 5/6 RVR CPL Kevin Williams 

2006 8/7 RVR CPL Peter Baird 

2007 5/6 RVR CPL Amir Kliko 

2008 8/7 RVR CPL P Crowe 

2010 8/7 RVR CPL Luke Mc Greggor     

2012 5/6 RVR CPL Alfonso Lai   

2013 5/6 RVR CPL Ron Morris  

2014 8/7 RVR CPL Colin Corbett    

2017 5/6 RVR CPL James Maple  

2018 5/6 RVR LCPL Nathan Purcell  

 

These previous winners have enjoyed experi-
ence as varied as training with the Royal Regi-
ment of Fusiliers in UK, the Staffords Regiment 
in UK, the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 
Scotland and the Kokoda track in PNG. 

We wish that all JNCO at both Battalions had the 
opportunity, but only the best get the chance.  
Encourage each other to be the best you can be.  
Win the chance for a great experience spon-
sored by our association.   

Tell all the JNCO from 5/6 and 8/7 and good luck 
to all of them. 

 

Kind regards, Neil Grimes 

RVRA Committee 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED?? 

The RVRA needs an association representative 
at each RVR depot.  If you’re interested get in 
touch with us, RVR Association 
<rvrassoc@hotmail.com>  

 

FAMILY LOSS 

We all wish John 
Hanlon well after the 
loss of his mum. 

All the best John  from 
all of us. 



This form can be downloaded from the RVRA website: www.rvra.asn.au Apr 2019 
 

 

Merchandise Order Form / Invoice 
New RVRA Polo Shirts 

Select 
Colour 

Imperial 
(Purple) 

Blaze 
(Orange) 

Apple 
(Green) 

Harbour 
(Sea View) 

Platinum 
(Grey) 

Black Cherry 
(Red) 

French 
Navy 

Sky White 

           

Select S M L XL XXL 3XL 4XL Nominate Size 

Size (X)           

           

ITEM PRICE QTY Packaging / Postage  Total 

     (Cheaper for Multiple Items)    

POLO Shirt with Crest $55  $9    

(Select colour and size above) **Allow 14 days for processing      

RVRA Vest, Sleeveless Black $50  $10    

(Select Size Above) *Only XL & 3XL Available      

RVRA Bullion Badge  $30 Nil Stock $5    

(Coat Pocket) **To be ordered      

RVRA Tie (Navy) $30  $5    

RVRA Lapel Badge $10  $3    

RVRA Mug $15  $10    

RVRA Stubby Holder $5  $5    

Wild Timor Coffee $13   On application    

      Total   

Payments via EFT to 

RVRA:   BSB 633 000          Account #: 157800129             Include your name in payment details 

To email, complete form and send to:   rvramerchandise@hotmail.com 

or Complete form and send to:   Sean Rodger,  99 Old Calder Highway, DIGGERS REST VIC  3427 

Your details  Deliver to: 

Name:   Name: 

Address:   Address: 

Town:   Suburb: 

State:  Post Code:   State: 

Contact Number:   Post Code: 

e-mail:   From: RVRA c/- 99 Old Calder Hwy Diggers Rest 

 


